
The following is a summary of the October 12, 2017, Combined Conference and Regular 

Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

James Pitingolo reported on the following: 

 

Governor Livingston High School sports teams continue to work hard as they near the start of 

championship season. 

 

 The GL Girls Cross Country Team is ranked #6 in the state after a second-place team finish 

at the Shore Coaches’ Invitational this past weekend. The Boys Cross Country team placed 

fifth at the same event, and the teams are excited as both the teams and individuals will have 

a chance to qualify for championship meets.  

 

 The Highlander Volleyball team is now 9-0 after an exciting victory on October 12th over 

Benedictine Academy.  GL is ranked #9 in the county and will compete in the first round of 

the Union County Tournament on October 16th against Summit.  

 

 The GLHS Boys Soccer team is getting pumped for its Union County Tournament game 

against Summit on October 14th; the Highlanders are seeded fourth in the UCT field.  GL 

beat Summit 2-1 on opening day, so the Highlanders are looking to secure another victory 

against the Hilltoppers.  GL currently has a record of 5-4-1. 

 

 The Governor Livingston Girls Soccer team is 6-5-1 after an exciting 3-1 victory against 

New Providence on October 7th in the Union County Tournament.  The Highlanders will be 

moving on and playing Westfield on October 14th in the next round of the UCT. 

 

 The Highlander Girls Tennis squad currently sports a 10-4 record after an exciting 3-2 

victory against Voorhees in State Sectional Quarterfinals.  GL will be playing Bernards on 

October 13th in a Sectional Semifinal match. 

 

 The GLHS Football team is coming off of a bye week and is gearing up for a game against 

Somerville on October 13th. Though they currently hold a 1-3 record, the Highlanders are 

looking to be on an upswing for the remainder of the season with the Friday Night Lights 

game set for next Friday, October 20th, against Cranford.  

 

 Although GL Field Hockey team lost its Union County Tournament game against Kent 

Place, they are excited to have made it that far after a triple-overtime victory against 

Westfield last week. The GL team is looking forward to the State Tournament later in the 

month. 

 

 As the Fall season starts to wind down, the competitive spirit of the GL sports teams has 

already shown itself in spectacular performances so far this school year.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Mikayla Sanchez reported on the following: 

 

 The GL College Fair had a major turnout as students of all grades appreciated the 

opportunity to learn more about certain colleges and universities and to also interact with 

representatives from these colleges.  Although the annual College Fair in now in the past, 

students continue to attend college meetings during school to broaden their knowledge about 

different campuses and university programs.  The Student Ambassadors club aided in helping 

students and parents locate the college tables they wanted to visit. 

 

 Currently, the GL Student Council is preparing for the upcoming Pep Rally, which has been 

moved from its original date on the day before Thanksgiving to next Friday, October 20th, 

which is the date of the Friday Night Lights game versus Cranford. 

 

 The Junior and Sophomore Student Council classes are designing class tee-shirts to be sold 

as fundraisers for the Prom.  

 

 The Senior Class Student Council recently conducted a fundraiser during the “Week of 

Respect” titled, “GL Rocks!” in which 

students were able to pay $1 to decorate a rock 

to be displayed in front of the school, adding 

to the beautiful scenery at GL.  

 

 The Student Auxiliary group is starting a 

drive to collect toiletries and towels for St. 

Hubert’s animal shelter, which has recently 

taken in many dogs that were abandoned 

during Hurricane Harvey in Texas. 

 

 Earlier this week, the GL Yearbook club/class held a Yoga Night, where students were able 

to de-stress while contributing to the Yearbook fund. 

 

 Link Crew members attended the Seventh and Eighth Grade Parent Night on October 11th to 

share their knowledge about GL with parents and students who are eager to begin high 

school. 

 

 The Mock Trial Club is a competitive organization which is new to the high school.  This 

club is growing and they hope to be attending regional competitions in the near future.  

 

 GL Freshman, Sophomore and Junior students took the PSATs on October 11th and students 

were grateful to be provided with extra test preparation during the school day.  While 

underclassmen took the test, 12th Graders attended the Senior Breakfast provided by Project 

Graduation, one of the many benefits of being a Senior at GL. 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

 The Semi-Annual Report of District Incidents of Violence, Vandalism, Substance Abuse, 

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) for the period of January 1, 2017, through June 

30, 2017, was presented to the Board of Education and public. Assistant Principals Grace 

Acosta, Tara Oliveira, Lawrence Seid, and Supervisor of Special Education Kevin Morra 

delivered this report and answered questions pertaining to the data that was presented.  Please 

click here to learn more about this presentation.  Information about the district’s HIB self-

assessment and statistics was presented at the September 14th Board of Education meeting. 

 

 Mr. Scott McKinney, Assistant Superintendent, and members of the district administrative 

team presented the Report of Student Achievement.  The Student Achievement information 

is presented each school year in two parts – in the Fall, our school district compares its 

results to our own historical performance, and in the Spring, the district compares itself to 

similar high-achieving districts once that data is released. 

 

The goals in the district’s Strategic Plan serve as a “guidepost,” and based on that plan 

Berkeley Heights has demonstrated both growth and progress in many areas. 

 

Benchmarking the achievement of district students against their own historical performances 

provides the following insights: 

 

o Positive growth in participation and performance in college entrance exams (SAT and 

ACT) as well as in the district’s Advanced Placement program. The Governor Livingston 

AP program increased the number of tests by 130 (20%) while maintaining high passing 

rates. 

 

o Advanced Placement (AP) achievement continues to increase despite decreases in those 

percentages on a state and national level. 

 

o AP Environmental Science and AP Music Theory were added this year and students 

passed those AP Exams at a rate of 87% and 100%, respectively. 

 

o Governor Livingston students posted a 100% passing rate in 5 of 24 tests, including Art 

2D, Art Drawing, Music Theory, Micro-Economics, and Calculus BC. 

 

o There is a need to focus on improvement in the World Language program. 

 

o There was growth in a majority of PARCC tests administered compared to scores from 

previous years. 

 

o Student scores showed improvement in elementary English/Language Arts, while   

elementary Math scores remained relatively stable.  

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/4/Violence%20and%20Vandalism%2010-12-17.pdf
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

o Data from Columbia Middle School showed significant improvement in the PARCC 

scores, a previously identified area of concern. 

 

o There is a need to more closely examine the high school scores on PARCC assessments 

that do not align with high performance and growth on other standardized tests.  It will be 

important to effectively reflect upon the reasons for declining performance on these tests 

and address the identified areas of concern. 

 

The Berkeley Heights Public Schools are measuring PARCC against other metrics to identify 

outliers and evaluating other district experiences with high school PARCC assessments. 

 

The district administration has used these data points to identify areas of concern and add 

greater focus on how to achieve the goals established in the Strategic Plan and best support 

our students.  Please click here to learn more about this presentation. 

 

In her “Mission Moment,” Mrs. Judith A. Rattner, Superintendent of Schools, spoke about the 

value and purpose of Co-Curricular Activities: 

 

The core aim of education is to develop intellectual, physical, moral, sensible and social 

development.  Co-curricular refers to activities, programs, and learning experiences that 

complement, in some way, what students are learning in school—i.e., experiences that are 

connected to or mirror the academic curriculum.  Co-curricular activities are typically, but not 

always, defined by their separation from academic courses. 

 

These activities give the students an opportunity to develop particular skills and exhibit their 

non-academic abilities.  They actually complement the curricular activities and groom the 

students in the “art of living and working together.” They are the true and practical experiences 

gained by students by their own learnings. 
 

One example of a Co-Curricular activity is the High School Yearbook.  Every summer, the 

Garden State Scholastic Press Association holds its annual yearbook award competition. 

Awarded are first, second and third place designations as well as All New Jersey, the highest 

honor for yearbooks from this organization.  The district is proud to announce that the 2017 

Claymore, the Yearbook of Governor Livingston High School, received the honor of All New 

Jersey Platinum, the second highest award, with a score of 950 out of 1000 total points. 

  

Yearbooks are judged based on specific characteristics by long-time advisors and journalism 

teachers from states other than New Jersey.  Judges offer advice based on years of experience 

and knowledge of academic journalism and points are given based on elements of the book that 

stand out. 
  
 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/4/Student%20Achievement%20Assessment%20Report%2010-12-17.pdf


Page 5 

 

Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 

The Claymore was commended on the overall design of the book, which was created with a solid 

plan that the staff carried out.  This plan began in July of 2016 at the Herff Jones Signature 

Yearbook camp at the University of Scranton.  In addition, it was noted that the book excelled in 

the following areas: evidence of balanced coverage of in- and out-of-school activities, details of 

significant events of the year and photos that tell a story, writing that interests both fans and 

players of sports and participants of activities, the inclusion of quotes and questions that show a 

personal side to the student body, the ability to draw readers in with pictures, as well as the ease 

in which the reader of the yearbook can follow stories.   It was specifically stated that the 

“crowning glory” of the book is the quality photography that represents real action of the student 

body. 

  

Mrs. Rattner said that the district is so proud of the 2016-2017 Claymore Advisor, Ms. Staci 

Toporek, editors Natalie Petryk, Nicole Martingano, Michele Cisneros, and the entire yearbook 

staff.  We look forward to seeing this upcoming edition as Chelsea Deegan, Sydney Goldstein, 

Dominick Pellegrini, Lauren Plattman, Bridget Lynn, Mikayla Sanchez, Anna Marino and 

Gauthami Moorkanat return to make another award-winning book! 
 

Mrs. Rattner also reported on the following: 
 

-The first “Walk to School Day” of 2017-2018 was 

held on October 11th.  The next such event will be 

held on Wednesday, October 25th. 

 

-The annual 

“Week of 

Respect” was 

observed in each 

of the district’s 

schools October 

2nd through 6th. 

 

-Parent-Teacher Conferences will begin during the week of 

October 16th. 

 

-Governor Livingston High School will host its annual 

“Friday Night Lights” football game on October 20th, when 

the Highlanders take on Cranford. 
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Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, provided the following 

Facilities Report to the Board of Education and public: 

 

 Track Replacement: The track surfacing began at Governor Livingston this week. This is a 

10-day process. The process involves coating the track surface with various layers of sub 

base for shock absorption – a filler, polyurethane-bound black rubber base mat. After the sub 

base is installed, a seal coat is applied to make the surface impermeable. The final layer is a 

combination of granules mixed with an additional application of seal coat material, to gives 

the track grip. The final result is 14 millimeters of track surface. 

  

To date, the “D zones” have been completed with the sub base and the contractors are 

beginning to apply the sub base to the track.  They cannot work in the rain or if it is too cold. 

The estimated completion date for this aspect of the project is October 27th.  

 

One choice the Board of Education Facilities Committee made was to extend the track 

surfacing to the fence.  This will prevent water from seeping underneath the track and will 

increase the life expectancy of the track.  The administration is getting prices for repaving the 

area leading to the track.  

 

 Security Window Film Installation: Three schools have been completed and work is 

progressing at the other schools. 

 

 Energy Conservation: A proposal that the Board and administration are very excited about is 

the energy conservation project.  The district’s goal is to reduce energy consumption by 

analyzing how we are using utilities and then making behavioral changes which would result 

in overall savings.  We are working with the School District of the Chathams on a shared-

services agreement to enter into an energy conservation program.  The school districts will 

bid this project jointly but prepare separate contracts.  We hope to have this contract awarded 

at the December Board of Education meeting.   
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

 The introduction for study and first reading of the following new District Policy: 

Unpaid Meal Charges/Outstanding Food Service Charges 8550 

 

 The Semi-Annual District Report of Violence, Vandalism, Substance Abuse, Harassment, 

Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) for the period of January 1, 2017, through June 30, 2017.  

 

 The Winter 2017-2018 schedule for all interscholastic athletics teams representing Governor 

Livingston High School and Columbia Middle School. 

 

 Substitute and supplemental personnel for the 2017-2018 fiscal/school year. 

 

 The employment of Mrs. Jennifer Dinardi as Interim Assistant Principal at Governor 

Livingston High School for the 2017-2018 school year, effective October 16, 2017, through 

December 15, 2017. 

 

 The retirement of Mrs. Arlene Emme from her position as Secretary at Governor Livingston 

High School and Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective January 1, 2018. 

 

 The re-assignment of the following district Paraprofessionals, effective October 16, 2017: 

 

Name    From    To 

Daniella Kissell   Columbia   Governor Livingston 

Alexa Rubino   Governor Livingston  Columbia 

 

 The request of Mrs. Carolyn Quigley, Guidance Counselor at Governor Livingston, for a 

maternity and child care leave of absence from December 23, 2017, through June 30, 2018. 

 

 For Mrs. Julie Figlar and Mrs. Brenda Marley, Part-Time Reading Specialists at Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center, to be employed an additional 12 days each during the 

2017-2018 school year. 

 

 The Boy Scout Eagle Project of Douglas Ladzinski of Berkeley Heights Troop 68, which 

entails constructing a handicapped-accessible outdoor classroom on the grounds of Governor 

Livingston High School. 

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, November 2, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. at Columbia Middle School.  


